The Constable Trust is pleased to present the Fourteenth Annual Lecture
WHAT DID GAINSBOROUGH PAINT?
by Hugh Belsey
Gainsborough expert and freelance lecturer

on Saturday 14 April 2018, 6.30 for 7pm
at the Constable Hall, Gandish Road, East Bergholt
Tickets are £12.50 (includes wine and canapés)
....................................................................................................................................................................
APPLICATION FOR TICKETS

I wish to apply for ........ Constable Trust 14th Lecture tickets @ £12.50 each
Name......................................................................................................................................................
Address..................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................Postcode....................................
Daytime Tel. No.....................................Email................................................................................
Cheques to be made payable to The Constable Trust and sent to:
Penelope Hughes-Stanton, Honorary Secretary, The Constable Trust
North House, The Walls, Manningtree, Essex COII IAS. Tel. 01206 392717

Hugh Belsey built up the collection at Gainsborough’s House during his 23 years as
Curator. In 1981 when he started to work in Sudbury the museum exhibited loans, as it
still does, but owned none of the artist’s work; and by the time he left, the charity that
runs the museum owned and exhibited a dozen paintings, a score of drawings and much
else besides. One of his colleagues introduced him as the man who knows more about
Gainsborough than Gainsborough knew himself.
In 2004 he left the museum to compile a catalogue of Gainsborough’s work. He has
written 850,000 words, gathered 1100 illustrations and travelled from Gainsborough to
Gainsborough around the USA, Australia and Britain. The book will finally be published
this coming Autumn. How do you go about gathering all this information? What expertise do you need? What is the point of a book like this and who will read it?

Hugh now works as a freelance lecturer, reviewer and curator. He looks forward to having time to read bad novels and looking at paintings by artists other than Gainsborough.
•
IMAGE OVERLEAF: Thomas Gainsborough, Portrait of Lady Carr, c. 1763.
Oil on canvas, 127 x 101.6 cm (50 x 40 in). Yale Center for British Art,
New Haven, Connecticut (Bequest of Mrs Harry Payne Bingham)
•
We have yet again this year kept the ticket price down but as the lecture is our main
source of income, can you be generous and give a separate voluntary donation in
addition to the ticket price? If you are unable to attend the lecture a donation towards
the work of the Constable Trust would be most welcome!
www.theconstabletrust.org.uk

PAYMENT: I enclose a cheque for the amount indicated here
£..............................
made payable to The Constable Trust in respect of the ticket application overleaf.
DONATIONS: I enclose a cheque/CAF Voucher for the amount
£..............................
indicated here which is to be treated as a 100% donation to the Constable Trust.
GIFT AID DECLARATION: Please treat the enclosed gift of £.............................. as a Gift Aid
donation to support the work of The Constable Trust. I confirm I am a UK tax payer and
I have paid or will pay an amount of income tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for the current
tax year (to 5 April) which is equal to the tax The Constable Trust can reclaim on my
contribution (which is 25p for every £1 I give). I understand that if I pay less Income Tax
and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that
tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Name (Full Name, please print).............................................................................................................................
Address ....................................................................................................................... Postcode...................................
Signature....................................................................................................................... Date...........................................
Please remember to notify us if you no longer pay sufficient tax or change your address.
CHARITY CODE for self-assessment taxpayers: GAM40GG. Reg.Charity No. 1080398.

